principle, on which the cathartic power of the plant depends, resides in its resinous part, which forms a large portion of its general bulk. This highly stimulant material pervades its whole structure, but seems to be chiefly concentrated in the seminal product.
From the seeds of this plant the croton oil in modern use is obtained. It is perhaps the most commodious and efficient form in which the medicinal powers of this vegetative production could be administered. The seeds have been long known in Europe, under the name of grana Molucca and grana tiglia, and have been given, either dried and reduced to powder, or in the moist state conjoined with honey, in the form of pill, to the extent of one grain, in cases requiring prompt and active excitement of the peristaltic power of the intestines.
-Nearly one-half of the whole bulk of croton oil has been ascertained to consist of an acrid principle, which, if undiluted, and not in some measure obtunded by the oily vehicle forming the other part, would probably be much too subtle and impressive in its influence on vital organization, to admit of being safely employed. It 
